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Background
Jericho is the oldest city in the world with recorded history of more than 10,000 years. It is located in the Jordan Valley at about 7 km west of the Jordan River, 8 km north of the Dead Sea and 30 km east of Jerusalem. The area within the city limit is about 45 square kilometers, and the population of the city is about 23,000. The city relies entirely on Ein Al-Sultan Spring, known in the Bible as Elisha’s fountain, for its drinking water. The spring is located to the northwest of the city at 215 meters below sea-level and has a steady output of 650 cubic meters per hour. It is used equally for domestic and irrigation purposes. 
Project Description
The rehabilitation of Ein Al-Sultan Spring in Jericho is the final phase of a project started in 1998 and funded by the Government of Italy for upgrading of water networks in Jericho and Hebron Cities. The total contribution of the Government of Italy for the project is USD 3.0 million ($1.6 million for Jericho and $1.4 million for Hebron). Additionally, to complement the Italian funding, the UNDP/PAPP contributed from its own resources the amount of USD 150,000 for Jericho and USD 60,000 for Hebron. 
In Jericho, the project involved full upgrading of the water supply and distribution system to complement works that had been completed through a project funded by the Government of Norway. The project activities in Jericho included the following:

1. Installation of more than 30,000 meters of water mainlines and distribution network – Completed in May 2006
2. Demolishing the old pumping station building at Ein Al-Sultan Spring and construction of two new pumping stations, one at Ein Al-Sultan Spring and the other near the 2000 m³ reservoir, including the installation of 5 new booster pumps, equipment lifts, and chlorination equipment – Completed in August 2000
3. Construction of Ein Al-Sultan’s Spring Protection Building to cover the water source and avoid contamination of water -  Completed in August 2000
4. Refurbishing of two existing reservoirs 2000 m3 and 500 m3, and construction of a new balancing tank – Completed in March 2001
5. Supply and installation of hydraulic parts and fittings, as well as equipment for the water laboratory – September 2004
6. Training of the Water Department engineers and technicians on the operation, maintenance and design of the water supply and distribution network, including the supply of 5 computers to facilitate their work – May 2006
7. Finally, the rehabilitation of Ein Al-Sultan Spring that was completed in April 2010. Project activities included rehabilitation of the old facilities to preserve the archeological remains at the site as well as landscaping works to enhance this important touristic site and make suitable for local and foreign visitors. 
By completing this project, the water supply and distribution network in Jericho has been upgraded, which resulted in improved water services for the residents of the city.  The project also contributed to preserving water resources by reducing the water leakage and water losses in the network. 
